Autogenous conchal cartilage as a replacement after a diskectomy.
A surgical procedure to place autogenous conchal cartilage as an interpositional graft after a diskectomy is described. The apparent advantages of this procedure are as follows: (1) the form of the external ear corresponds to joint morphology; (2) a graft of adequate size can be harvested; (3) the form of the external ear remains unchanged after surgery; (4) the graft can be obtained adjacent to the surgical site; (5) biologically acceptable material is used; (6) the additional expense of allogeneic grafts is avoided; and (7) excellent results have been reported.